
This summer, at Windy Gap, I watched a sixteen year 

old girl learn to ride a bike.  Her Young Life leader was 

right there beside her teaching her how.  Back and 

forth they went.  Shaky knees; fists clenched tightly 

around the handgrip.  The teenage girl kept saying, òI 

canõt do this; letõs just forget it.ó  I think she was more 

embarrassed that a crowd had gathered to cheer her 

on now that they knew she had never learned to ride a 

bike as a kid.  No one had ever taken the time to teach 

her. 

But this day, a summer day at Windy Gap, her Young 

Life leader kept whispering over and over   to her.  

òYou can do this.  I am right beside you.  We are going 

to learn how to do this.  I am right here; I am not going 

to let you fall.  I am not going to leave.ó 

And so, an hour later she was riding by herself; her 

leader and twenty or so teenagers clapping and cheer-

ing! I wonõt forget the day I watched that story play out. 

Kicking Off the Training Wheels  

It is the story of what we do in Young Life.  We walk be-

side kids in life.  We show up.  We stay and we whisper 

in the ears of high school and middle school kids, òYou 

can do this.  I am right beside you.  We are going to 

learn how to do this.  I am right here.  I am not going to 

let you fall. I am not going to leave.ó 

We walk beside them so that they might know Jesus; so 

they can understand the incredible and faithful love of 

God.  Young Life leaders are out there beside kids, 

teaching them how to ride bikes, and teaching them 

how to walk with Jesus. 

Thank you for your partnership in the mission of Young 

Life here in our community.   

Eric Faison  ,     Area Director  
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Young Life hit the road this summer and headed 

for the mountains of North Carolina to spend a 

week at Windy Gap.  Naskarts, horses, a ropes 

course, mountain bikes, and all kind of crazy ac-

tivities provided non-stop entertainment, while 

the absence of cell phones, I-pods and T.V., gave 

the students time to get to know one another and 

most importantly, to hear the message of the gos-

pel.  Lives were changed as kids began to experi-

ence life with the creator:  Jesus. 
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�x�� òI had an amazing week at Windy Gap.  It has 
helped reaffirm what I believe about Christ.ó  Bill  

�x�� òIt was the best week of my life.  I grew closer to 
Christ and watch my best friends accept Jesus 

into their hearts.ó  Annelise  

�x�� òI learned so much about God and now I know 
that he really loves me.ó  John  

�x�� òI decided to let Jesus into my heart.ó  Amanda  


